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BRANDE INDUSTRIES HEADQUARTERS, 
BRANDES ASTEROID. 


AAne 


"SIR, MESSAGE JUST CAME | 
IN FROM REEP DAGGLE, 
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD. 
WOULD YOU LIKE TOHEAR IT2” 


C But Rond seems to 
have taken it pretty | |}: 
much in STRIDE. He / Ir 


| 


CHe and ROKK 
are off right now 
with LAUREL on 
some mysterious 

little ERRANP. J 


[So anyway, our next stop is WINATH. 
You heard about BLOK, didn’t you? 
We just got the word. 1 


HARD TO BELIEVE THE WAY 
HES GROWN UP To BESO 
MUCH LIKE HIS FATHER. 


BEGINNING: CHi, Marla! 


C The old 
bastard MAROONED 
us on GROCZ asa 

little PARTING 


CMYSA, on the other hand... 
whatever she WENT through 


-- just DRAWING 
into HERSELF more 
and more.3 


[Guess we'll have to make another 
trip to SHANGHALLA. Bloody 
ps!/1 


IT SEEMS LIKE 


YESTERDAY THAT REEP 
W WAS THIS SHY SCARED 
1 = DURLAN KID. 


C...but we caught a FREIGHTER 
$00n enough and ended upon ZIRR. 
We're now taking a little RER.J 


C But DAMN it-- 
got her OUT, Marla. 
We stuck our HEADS 
into Mordru's 


choppers and pulled 
the woman OuT!3 


| i THAT REEP IS 
me SOMETHING ELSE. |i) 
Bi a me 


[Blok was sure adamn good \ 
HERO, It justdoesn't make 
any SENSE...) a 


WA TF 


(ELL, ITSEEMS LIKE 

JUST YESTERDAY THAT HIS 

FATHER WAS A SHY, SCARED 
DURLAN KID,,, 


@@! = fTovo metrorous | 
| SPACEPORT, 2949 | 


IT WAS AT THE OLD METROPOLIS 
SPACEPORT. GOP, I HAVEN'T THOUGHT 
ABOUT “THE OLD CATHEDRAL" IN YEARS! 


IT WAS JUST LIKE THE 
REST OF METROPOLIS 
BACK THEN -- PROUD, 
OLG AND DYING. 


\- 


I, ON THE OTHER HAND, WAS YOUNG, 
m 8 STUPIO AND/DEAL/STIC... ie 
87 w rc ‘ 
fava 
\\ 
——\— Oy) 


A] Lott V 


Od | BOY, THOSE WERE CRAZY 
Pd eq DAYS-- WORKING ON THE DOCKS, 


F) | TRYING TO EARN THAT DIPLOMA 
o ON MY BREAKS... 


WHO CARED? WHATEVER 
— GHE WANTED WAS FINE 
AH, TAYLA--I THOUGHT WITH ME... 

SHE'D NEVER NOTICE ——— 
| ME. AND NOW SHE WAS -==-—— Ks THE INHUMAN 
| ACTUALLY TALKING D ( este: tHey're 

L TORTURING THAT 
POOR DURLAN/ 


_— 


AGURLAN! WHERE'V 
HIE COME FROM?! W"WB 


LET THE ROTTEN 
SHAPE-SHIFTER 
HAVE IT! 2 


I DON'T KNOW! 

HE JUST POPPED UP 
OUTTA NOWHERE ! 
WHAT DIFFERENCE 
DOES IT MAKEZ 


ALVA ee 


TAYLA WAS RIGHT, AND THERE WAS NO WA 
I WAS GOING TO DIGAPPOINT HER... 


OKAY, 
EVERYBOV 


GETTA LOAVA 
THB... 


YOU HEARD ‘| I 


Y, 


LOOKING FOR 
TROUBLE-- AND 
HES COME TO 


THIS GUYS 
MORE FUN THAN 
THE DURLAN/ 


— 
_ 


“19 BOY, WAS TAYLA GOING Ky S 
|| TO BE IMPRESSED, A Diy, 
Ss a” — o f) 


TO POKE YER wa INTO OTHER 
UGLY PUSS... PEOPLES-- 
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= aa——————____\ 
Ram ames HE CUT THE 
CEN se FORCEFIELD! Vy) 
{ 

Tr were : 

MN, SS 
3 am: 

re 
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ALA la 
I DION'T KNOW WHAT THE HELL HE 
WAS SAYING, BUT WHO CARED? OUR 
FISTS WERE SPEAKING AN INTER- 
GALACTIC TONGUE. 


Wy 


: nag 
Bg, 
Sy el tills 
Th asia xs 
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ras 
I DION'T KNOW WHAT IN THE COSMOS TO 
DO WITH A DURLAN. THEY WERE LESS 


mw 


— LANUN Se 
a nN af 


—" 


> dj 
ONE DURLAN: JHEG-- 
EPRENEUR, SMUGGLER. 


\ BUT I GIO KNOW 
POPULAR THEN THAN THEY ARE NOW. mz a] MERCHANT, ENTRI 


SO, 
WHATS YER 
STORY2 


HOLY NASS/ 
NOBOCY SPEAKS 
THAT DIALECT 

ANYMORE ! 


B( YOUR FRIEND DOESN'T REMEMBER 
. WHERE HE COMES FROM--TOTAL 
AMNESIA. = 


BUT, BUT,., 
WEOQUGHT TO 
GET HIM BACK 


I DON'T HAVE THAT 4 <u 

KIND OF CREDIT! I COULD |§/DREAM 

SPARE MAYBE 5000, fm& ON. 
I GUESS... —_— 


AND 400K... MAYBE 
HE COULD WORK FOR 
YOU--MAKE UP THE 
SS. S/FFERENCE. 


wALITTLE 
SLAVE LABOR MIGHT 
BE NICE... 


WHAT I HIPN‘T KNOW-- FOR THE NEXT 35 YEARS, ANYWAY-- WAS THAT I'? 
JUST HAD MY FIR6T MEETING WITH R. 7. BRANZE / 


Y 


a e AL | NS 


NY] AND I WASN'TGOINGTO SEE HIMAGAIN, INANY [Og 
| GUISE, FOR ANOTHER (5 YEARS -- BECAUSE THINGS | 

BY WERKE NOT DESTINED TO GO WELL ON DURLA. 

ASR. J. WOULD TELL ME MANY YEARS LATER, 

HE AND THEG FOLIND DURLA 10 BE MORE 

PARANOIP AND HOSTILE THAN EVER. 

SAG , ANY i 


RENE J. BRANDE SPENT ABOLIT TEN UNHAPPY 
YEARS STRANDED THERE, M/SERAGLE IN THE 
INTOLERANT, BRUTAL CULTURE. 


THE ONLY GOOD THING THAT 
HAPPENED WAS ZHAY, THEGS 
SISTER. RENE AND ZHAY MATEZ 
IMPREGNATED EACH OTHER. 


BUT LIKE EVERYTHING ELSE ON DURLA, eo 
THE RELATIONSHIP WAS POISONED BY [re 
PARANOIA. ff 


THEG HAP BROUGHT BACK f 
YORGGIAN FEVER, A DISEASE 
FATAL TO DURLANS UNLESS 


sig 


AND THE DURLANS DIPN'T Figg 
KNOWOR CARE ABOUT THE 
U.PS CURE. 


RY Ag 


7 


i RENES OFFSPRING, REEP 
RENE AND THEG WERE AN? LIGGT, WERE TURNED 
SENT INTO QUARANTINE OVER TO ANOTHER OF THEGS 

WITH THE SURE KNOWLEDGE 


SISTERS, 71. 
THAT SOMEDAY THEY 

WOULD LOGE THEIR DURLAN 

ABILITIES AND BE FROZEN 

IN ONE SHAPE FOREVER. 


SHE RAISED 
THEM AS HER 


MEANWHILE, LIFE IN 1 AN? THE ONE ELEMENT RUTHLESS AND 
EXILE BROUGHT RENE || CRAZY ENOUGH TO FLOUT DURLAS STRICIEST 


AND THEG INTO LAWS AND SMUGGLE RENE AND THEG OFF- 
CONTACT WITH DURLAS PLANET. 


SEAMIEST SIDE... 


THEY WERE PUTTING 
THEIR L/VES ON THE LINE, } 
BUT RENE AND THEG : 
REALLY HA NO CHOICE, 


a) ——s 
)  _-—— 
TO SURVIVE PHYSICALLY, THEY HAP | A ava 7 aap ee =z. 
LTS} TO GETONGOING TREATMENTS FOR Q 
THE YORGG/AN FEVER. 


OF COURSE, THAT OPEN-MINDEDPNESS BUT COMPARED TO THE AND ADVERSITY NEVER 
DION'T ALWAYS EXTEN? TO PURLANS. INTOLERANCE HE'D SEEN GAMPENEP RENES SPIRIT. 
ON DURLA, THIS WAS ADVERSITY FUELEP IT. 
NOTHING. 
POSITIVE T.2, MISTER-- 
YOU'RE GOING TO 
IX. FOLLOW THE REGULATIONS 
TO THE LETTER. 


wwittd take a TON 
of capital,.,but theres 


BY THIS TIME, 45 YEARS HAD PASSED 
\ SINCE I'D SEEN THAT SCARED DURLAN. 
\ ” 


= > 
wears i 
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mam 

jane 
a KD 
aa 
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THE GORGEOUS TAYLA NEVER 
NOTICED ME AGAIN, BUT SHE GOT 
NOTICE? BY SOME SHIPPING 
MAGNATE. ENDED UP MARRIEDL 
TO HIM ANU RUNNING HIS COMPANY. tas 
ee ae saa IN 


BLT I'D DONE OKAY FOR MYSELF: FOUNDA WIFE JUST | $. 
HAS BEAUTIFUL. Z WAS NOW RUNNING THE DOCKS ANP ¥ 
mg THOSE OTHER GUYS WERE TAKING ORDERS FROMME. |.” 
2857 | 4) 


J 


|] 
Se ey 


Ay, ——__ AF setae 
y 


YOU KNOW, YOUNG 
MA\y, I'VE HAD MY EYE ON 
YOU, YOU DOAN EXCELLENT 
JOB OF RUNNING THESE 


aN 
~ 


K€ KV Wn ( 


RENE JACQUES BRANDE.,..OF BRANDE INDUSTRIES? 
PERHAPS YOU'VE HEARD OF US. 


NONSENSE. ENOUGH OF THAT KIND OF 
TALK. IF YOU'RE GOING TO WORK FORME, 
YOU'RE GOING TO HAVE TO FEEL 

COMFORTABLE WITH ME, LAP! 


. | 
EVERYBODY 'D HEARD | _\ 
OF BRANDE INDUSTRIES 
)| --OF THE TWO FIESTY 

zg COUSINS WHO'D COME 
OUT OF NOWHERE TO 
CREATE THE S7AR- 
BIRTHING INDUSTRY, 


THATS WHAT I'M HOPING FoR, WV WENEEDGomEWEW \ = mI 

ANYWAY. MY COUSIN, THES --UIH.... BLOOD, A HARD WORKER = 

DOYLE... |G SPENDING MORE WITH A FRESH 
AND MORE TIME ON, WELL, PERSPECTIVE. 

OTHER PURSUITS. 


WELL 2 
ARE YOU MY 


EXCELLENT / 
ANP PLEASE FORGET 
AT "SIR" BUSINESS! 


YESSIR! 
YOU BET! 
c= 


THOSE 
RESOURCE REPORTS 
CAN WAIT, MARLA. HELP 

SUSSA HERE PICK A 


"| THE BRANDE EMPIRE MUSHROOMEL; 
| AND RENE FLOWRISHEZ IN HIS SUCCESS, 


Gre 
WAL: 


me) We 


| THE LessporLevig THe |e 
| WORGE HE 0/77 IT. RENE 
REALLY HAD NO CHOICE. .,, 


MARLA, WE'RE 
{ GOING TO HAVE To 
BUY DOYLE OUT. 


DON'T BLAME YOURSELF, SIR. you |) 
DID EVERYTHING YOU COULD TO £ 
wal HIM OUT. . 


BUT DOYLE COULDN'T 
HANPLE IT. 


y Se HE'LL BE VERY 
SIR, AT ; ” \ HAPPY,,,FORA 


! THESE PRICES, : Z WHILE. 


HE CERTAINLY CAN'T Jim g 
COMPLAIN. = ie ee AND THEN 
= HE'LL BURN UP 
B) ALL THE MONEY, 
QB ANG IMAFRAIC. 
THAT WILL BE 


Pt : 
BUT IT WASN'T 
ENOUGH, WAS 


7 LY 
EY stars 
RENE WAS RIGHT. THE 
MISERABLE MAN EAGERLY aie 
TOOK THE MONEY. Y=. Waa 
-~Z 5 ZA es fj 
(387 ap lm 
Ge 


7, 
851 || | 
B \ 
Vatu 


Sa 


|—] HE THOUGHT HE COULD RUN FROM HIS 
F—¥ PROBLEMS THROUGH EVEN MORE INDULGENCE. 


Ley LEVEN MORE NDULGENG 
NUTT 4 


EVENTUALLY THE MONEY DIP? 
RUN OLIT AND THE DEBTS MOUNTED. G 
N] Si > 
JUST ANOTHER NASTY : 


NOTE FROM DOYLE, ASKING 
FOR MONEY, AS USUAL. 


GIVING BACK 
\ TOTHE 
UNIVERSE? 


Y BAH! 
PAY HIM NO 


THAN YOU G/VE, MARLA! 
AND IM 1,,J\ THE UNIVERSE DOESN'T 
SERIOUS. I wo LIKE THAT! 
PUT HERE TODO 
GOMETHING MORE AN? ITS TIME I STARTED 
GIVING LIKE T'VE BEEN 


HE'D REALLY BEGUN TO LOSE HIS 
FOCUS. I WAS STARTING TO RUN BRANDE 
INDUSTRIES, WHILE HE WAS RUNNING 
HIS COLLECTION OF 2OTh CENTURY 
MEMORABILIA .1. 


You'p BeTTeR WY 
LOOK THIS ONE } 


WJ 
UHHH, JUST 
USE YOUR 
JUPGMENT, 
MARLA. 


“4 
ih 


i SN 


THE ONLY THING HE CARE? ABOUT 
ANY MORE WAS THAT. COLLECTION... 


COX NSS SNS 


SORRY, MY FRIEND. IF Z EVER 
FULLY UNDERSTAND MY PAST, MAYBE 
», THEN I'LL BE READY TO TALK 

ABOUT IT. 


AReYou \ | 


af EVER GOING 
TO TELL ME WHAT 
YOU'RE FINDING 


PLEASE, SIR! DOLES ) YOUMISGLIFE IF 
YOU'RE NOT OUT 
IM THERE, maRLA! 


ay 
P= 
I'M TAKING 


JUST DO ME ONE FAVOR : 
TAKE YOUR PRIVATE 
SHUTTLE THIS TIME! 


NEVER! 
PERSONAL CONTACT 
IS THE 7ICKET, MARLA! 
NEVER LOSE TOUCH 


WITH THE COMMON 


WE INTERRUPT THIS 

SERVICE FOR THE 

FOLLOWING NEWS 
BULLETIN... 


IMMEDIATE REPORTS 


SAY THE MULTI-BILLIONAIRE _@ 


WAS NOT WOUNDED-- 
WE REPEAT, NOT 
-\ WOUNVPEP. 


THIS ISA VIOSTILL, 1A 
TAKEN FROM SECURITY 
MONITORS MOMENTS 

AFTER THE ATTEMPT 
ONHI6 LIFE. 


WE'RE TOLD THAT 
BYSTANDERS, PERHAPS 
BRANDES BODYGUARDS, 
ANTICIPATED THE 


THE YOUNG 
GIRL IN JAIS SCENE, 
EVIDENTLY FROM 
TITAN, USED 
TELEPATHY TO 
WARN BRANDE. 


THERE 
ATTEMPT ON THE 
LIFE OF R.J. 


THIS IS APPARENTLY 
ASHOTOF THE 
WOULP-BE ASSASSIN. 


ah 


= (a. 
o-. 


THE SUSPECT. 


aaz 
WITNESSES 
SAY HE WAS STRUC, 
BY A BOLT OF 
ENERGY BEFORE 
HE COULD OPEN 


AND ANOTHER YOUTH 4 
APPARENTLY DIGABLED 
THE SNIPER WITH THIS 
ENERGY BLAST. 
— 


THE YOUTH WAS 
POSSIBLY ASSISTEP 
BY A BRAAL/IAN 


| COMPANION. 


SECURITY REPORTS 
ITS INTERCEPTED A 


py ee Pe : 
Le WHEN RENE RETURNED... 


YES, YES-- WHAT 
A STROKE OF LUCK2 
MAYBE...OR MAYBE 
IT WAS ASIGN! 


THAT GLEAM IN HIS EYE 
S =MEANT TROUBLE! 


DONE, VEROAMMIT ! 
LIKE LAR GAND HERE-- 
JUST ABOUT SAVED THE 
20th CENTURY, AND 
HE WAS STILL A 
TEEN-AGER/ 


AN? I WANT YOU TO 
MAKE IT HAPPEN! 


NOW I THINK I KNOW 
HOW I'M SUPPOSED TO 
GIVE SOMETHING BACK! 


GIVE 
SOMETHING --Z 
THAT AGAINZ 


I'M GOING 
TO BUILD A 7EAM, \ 
MARLA ...OF SUPER- 
POWERED YouTHSlA 


MARLA, I'M ENVISIONING AN ENTIRE 
GROUP OF LAR GANES -- AN 
ORGANIZATION! 


THAT 
WOULD CERTAINLY 


WON'T THOSE KIDS 
BE SURPRISED! 


AN? THEY WERE 
SURPRISED! 


WE COULD USE 
SOME SHIPS. 


YEAH, SHIPS: 
WOULD BE GOOD..,, 
AND MAYBE SOME 

ROOMS SOMEWHEREZ 


COME ON, KIS! I WANT 
THE BEST-EQUIPPEP FORCE SOME SECURITY )} 7 
ARON?! NOW, WHAT DO DEVICES2 


Ds YOU NEED? ANYTHING! aa 
\ NOS 
= wig ‘ ae a 
W 


ONE OF THOSE THINGS THAT READS yi 
GOOD) A PERSONS PSYCHE WOULP BE 
THAT NICE.,, 
IT! b— ge 


6 
amy A RANDOM 


JUST TELL 
MARLA HERE WHAT 
YOU'LL NEED. HELL 
HANOLE EVERY- 
THING. 


OF SOME SORT, 
PERHAPS Z 


7 (ah aoa 


UNFORTLINATELY, WOTHING K Os 
CAME OUT RIGHT... | eS 
ee on o, TMGERRY MARA BLT THE cas 


THOUGHT I \ 7  WAMES ACROSS THE CHEST? THEY'VE : fuera ees) 
Asker FoR | Gor Go! Zoe M\ DON'T LIKE THE 

PALE j : 
SCARLET! 


VY 


"ITS ACTUALLY GOT TVESEEN NW i Z 
Bical CONTRA \ Nowe Once IID BEEN CUTTING CORNERS AND GOT CAUGHT. RENE WOULD 
4 HAVE NO MORE OF 7HAT: — 7 
BLT WHATS THAT,,, / LIKE THIS IN MY (are cies 
WHEEL-THING2 _ GUIDE TOANTIQUES, TE \T! 
BUT I DION'T THINK ; 


THEY EX/STEZ 


IT WAS TIME TO PUT THE TEAM 
INTOACTION, AND THEY KNEW 
WHAT THEIR FIRST CASE HA?’ 


W 
lime WE'RE GOING TO 
IM AFRAID HAVE TO BRING IN DOYLE 
THE EVIDENCE IS FORTHE ATTEMPTED 
OVERWHELMING. ASSASSINATION OF R.T. BRANDE. 


7, ~ a jase ae 
BUT DOYLE AND HIS WEAPONRY PROVE A LITTLE 
MORE FORMIDABLE THAN THE KIDS HAD ANTICIPATED. 
ee ; ” Woe = — 


HE GOTAWAY WITH 
A JET PACK! 


WE ALSO 
NEED A LOTOF 


7a 


~/ 
LET HIM DOWN, YOU {QIOTE! THAT 
MAN |S A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE © 
PLANET GRYKK / 


THE THIEF WHO TOOK THE QUINTILE 
CRYSTAL! 


| that was Peerry much tHeatituve oF | A> TRAINING. a 
THE SCIENCE POLICE. AT BEST, THEY WERE. 
LEERY OF RENES LITTLE PROJECT,,, BUT, LT. ZOLTORUS, HES ALGO 


ONE THEY 
NEED FOR THE 
METROPOLIS 

POWER- 

SPHERE! 


THAT DID THE TRICK. THELEGION WAS 
GIVEN OFFICIAL STATUS BY THE UNITEV 
PLANETS. 


S ‘ 
$s LL I KNOW YOUR 
KIDS ARE GOING TO 


4 DO ALOT OF GOOP 
be THINGS, MR. LATHAM. 


HAV HOPED, WE BEGAN 
TO ATIRACT APPLICANTS 
FROM AROUND THE 

COSMOS... 


h\ SRS 


THE PHANTOM GIRL IS 
PROMISING. SHES EVEN 
BROKEN UP ASPY RING. MY FRIENG, EVERYONE NOW JUST RELAX, 
BUT THE CARGGITE--! HAS SOMETHING UN/QUE p WILL YOU? THE KIDS 

[O CONTRI NO LL F EIR 
MY GOP. RENE-- I TRIBUTE, Al WI IND TH 


DO' WE REALLY NEED SHE WILL BE NO WAY. 
A GIRL WHO CAN SPLIT EXCEPTION. 
i INTO TRIPLICATE? 


MORE FAITH IN THE 
YOUNGSTERS THAN 


AS ALWAYS; RENE WAS R/GHT. WITHIN A FEWMONTHS, YOU CAPTURED LUCIFER 7, 
THEY'D EXCEEDED ALL EXPECTATIONS.., SEIZED THE CONCENTRATOR, 
<] | EVEN SAVED THE EY7H COULD GET BACK 
A ___f AND PHANTOM GIRL SYSTEM... TO MY REGULAR 
a DIGCOVEREP THE EYTH SYSTEM 
—~ @ SPIRITED AWAY IN THE ZONE YOU YOUNGSTERS 
4 THAT SEPARATES GARTH AS HAVE REALLY GOTTEN 
ANPBGZTL.WESAVED /%S IT TOGETHER ! 
agi 
Da THE ENTIRE SY6TEM! Pp) 
a © Cnmks i 
fl ORCS Ww ‘ae 
€ > hae) wv q 
A ; i | y 
4 aD 


iy \iR 
Ss 7? Se 


Y MARLA , HAVE YOU EVER ITS FUNNY YOU SHOULD 
@e THOUGHT ABOLIT RECRUITING SUGGEST THAT! I WAS JUST 
Mm 6A DURLAN FOROUR THINKING HOW IT COULD 
LITTLE GROUP2 


141OR MAYBE NOT. 


al 


7>— 


“a 


I... Uh. HAVE 
A PARTICULAR 
CANCIPATE IN 


BY THAT GLEAMIN | 
YOUR EYE AGAIN, 
RENE... | 


Y zz? > leak 
ig 
pat 
HIS NAME WAS REEPDAGGLE. I ARRANGED TO MEET 
HIM IN THE NINE WORLDS” (ce CREAM BAR.__ | 
TM TOLD YOU | Prom wuarz HEAR, 


DO A LOTOF VOLUNTEER ) ss 
& AT & RN WORK, REEP. YOU'RE A REGULAR AERO- 
= ; A | 


nm 


—_— iT 
Salm) g A N | 
aie 


IN AT ORPHANAGES, 


D wana wan f \ VISITING HOSPITALS... 


WELL, WHAT 


TID LIKE 70 KNOW 
. ISWHY? 


YT iy 


Lia 


I SUPPOGE THE PREJUDICE YOU'VE = 
FOUND AGAINST DURLANS REALLY HURTS. 
YOU'RE PROBABLY TRYING TODO YOUR 
BEST TO OVERCOME THAT 
BIGOTRY. 


UH, 
KINGA, BUT 
NOT REALLY,, 


ITS JUST THAT 
uh, ITS NOT THE 
DURLANS THAT ARE 

BEING HURT BY THE 
PREJUDICE. 


a YOU'RE A VERY 
INTELLIGENT YOUNG 
MAN, REEP. 


AND I THINK 
LATEAR are I KNOW HOW YOU 
‘ 
SEEN REAL CAN DO MORE GOOD 


PREJUDICE. 


ITCAN, YOU 
KNOW, POISON AN 
ENTIRE PLANET. IF IT 
EVER REALLY TAKES 
OFF HERE, IT/LL BE 
YOUR PLANET THATS 


RUINED. 


HOW WOULD 
YOU LIKE TO TRY 
OUT FOR THE 
LEGION2 


OKAY--I'M 
DONE THINKING. 
WHERE DO T 
SIGN UP2 


WOW! THE LEGION! 

I PROBABLY SHOULD 
THINK ABOUT 
THIS... 


WHY NOTZ YOUR 
HEROES? ARE DURLAN ABILITIES 


YOU KIQDING2 WOULD MAKE YOU A 
VALUABLE MEMBER. 


AND YOU COULDN'T 
ASK FOR A BETTER 
PLATFORM, NOW 
COULD YOU? 


IT WAS GREAT TO SEE THAT SHY, 
YOUNG DURLAN COME OUT OF HIS 
SHELL. SOMEHOW HE REMINDED? 
ME OF ANOTHER SCARED, SHY 
DURLAN I'V MET MANY YEARS 
EARLIER... 


1 BUT NO,., THEY 
COULDN'T BE 
CONNECTED’, 


I SAIG, WOULD 
YOU LIKE TO SENDA 


LOOKS LIKE LAUREL 
HAS THINGS WELL IN HAN. 
S50 TELL ME, ROND, HOW 
ARE YOU DOING? SERIOUSLY,,, 


Pa 


ACTUALLY, 1M FIM 
REALLY, ROKK, 


EVEN LAUREL DIDN'T REALIZE 
| THE SHAPE I WASIN, ROKK. 


HOW HAS SHE BEEN 


DOING ANYWAY? THINGS , 


PRETTY ROUGH ON THE 
KHUNO FRONT LINESZ 


cs 
a 


YEAH, THATS AN 
REAL DURIFIGHT, LET 
MA ME TELL YOU. 


FOR . I'7 BETTER FINVOUT HOWOLUR 
NOW.,,GETME LARGEST MINORITY SHAREHOLDER 
SPIFFANY. | |S GOING TO REACT TOTHE LATEST 


EXPLOITS OF THE CHAIRMAN 
OF THE BOARE. 


FEEL TERRIBLE THAT WE 
DION'T DO SOMETHING 
SOONER. 


wi MEAN, YEAH, a 
IT WAS HORRIBLE. I “77 COMEON, ROKK, 
REALLY CAN'T EVEN a YOU COULDN'T HAVE KNOWN 
BEGIN TO DESCRIBE Shien. WHAT WAS HAPPENING To ME. 
IT. : YOU DIP WHAT YOU COULE,, 


BUT YOU KNOW, 
NO MATTER HOW BA’ 
THINGS GET, YOU CAN 
BI MAKE IT THROUGH IF 
2 YOU HAVE SOMETHING 


. WHOOPS ! 
ALL BE INON HAT , HEADS UP! YOU KNOW, I'D 
BATTLE. Na “ ALMOST FORGOTTEN 
HOW TOLIGH SHE 
1S--DO YOU THINK 
MAYBE WE SHOULD 
GNE HER A HAND2 


WELL, ROKK, 
THERES ENOUGH 
TROUBLE IN WHATS 
LEFT OF THELP | 
TOKEEP EVERYONE 4 


are “as 
ee yy tae ope 
4 Lhy; a ; 
Ay La D 
e L/ 


/ LOOKS LIKE THAT THE FEELING IS MUTUAL. KHUNDS 
WAS THE LAST OF ye LAUREL GO WAY BACK. 


ITS UST TOO BAD 
THEY'RE THREATENING 
THIS LITTLE WORLD-- 
USED TO BEANICE, 

FRIENDLY PLACE. 


~ 


Y'KNOW, ROND, 


THOSE KHUNDS DON'T A 
mayse nov. MUCH L/KE LAUREL, 
BE NOT. j fe . e) 
e~ PO THEY 2 \R A 
>. SN wi 
SHOULD TRY TOLOOK —S ai 
THEM L/P WHENEVER 
WE'RE DONE DOING... SN 
G 
SJ. WHATEVER IT IS é 
THAT LAUREL BROLIGHT 4 
. US HERE TODO. _¢ ~H 
y “4. a 


§ 
g 
ne 


VERY NICE. BUT 
“J YOU DIP BRING US 
TO ZIRR FORA 
REASON, DIDN'T 


S ; ey: Z 
[Not THAT 1 DON'T WRI — OH, THATS RIGHT. DON'T KNOW WHAT? )I.| 
I SHOULDN'T SNAP p STEN || Ge 


ENJOY A LITTLE Xx 
KHUND-BASHING J) 2— 
MYSELF... oe — 


YOU REALLY 
THINK WE SHOULD 
JUST LEAVE THOSE 
KHUNDS LYING 
AROUND LIKE THAT, 


a f WON'T BE GOING 
—\ ANYWHERE FOR 


GO AHEAD-- YOU DON'T 
JOKE ABOUT IT! YOU KNOW YET, 
DON'T HAVE A D-- dh DO YOUF 


‘ “ 60 WE'VE BEEN USING THIS 
RB] PLACE AS ALITTLE CRASH 7 es 
AG, WHEN We WEE Tse COMPARED TO 
FF aR ALE 5 MY PLACEON BRAAL, 
saa e =. at THIS LAYOUT IS LIKE 
aN A MANSION. 


ae aM an me OH, SURE, 

"|, YOU KNOW, TO TAKE A | ¥ hk wR W GOAHEALD/ 

BREAK FROM THE WARS |/ = & ZAMN IT WITH 
ANP ALL THAT. ” was / s FAINT PRAISE! 


YW 


VAL OAALSS 


WWOULD YOu 

CARG FOR SOME 
REFFRESHMENT? JS 
SSOMETHING To dy 
DRRINK2 


Wy 
A B-BABY2 WHERE DID 
A BABY COME FROM2 
Ng 


oo STORY © 
"7 KEITH GIFFEN 
-’ > FRAME PENCILS & -- 
STORY ASSIST 


CHRIS SPROUSE*.=: 
LASHBACK PENCILS 


es ie MICHAEL EURY 


WELL, DEAR, IF \ J 
LAUREN, MEET YOU DON'T KNOW THAT BY 
ROKK..,, ROKK, MEET NOW, IM NOT GOING TO 
LAUREN. yy Pe 86 THEOWE To TELL You. JN 


s 


"WHEN YOU WISH UPON A STAR... 


The “Dream-Come-True” Rise of R.J. Brande 


Assets Magazine, Feb. 8, 2972 
By Via.Edwards.. 


René Jacques Brande became one of the richest men in the U.P. the way a business- 
man is supposed to do it—through sound instincts, brilliant inspiration, and a lot of 
sweat. 

When Brande and his cousin Doyle formed Brande Industries (BI) in 2959, their 
assets included little more than a few obscure patents theyd shrewdly bought up in the 
Stellar Sciences. 

But they had a vision and a willingness to work hard enough to make it happen. 
Together they amassed one of the quickest fortunes in galactic history, rising within 12 
years to claim the number-six spot on the Assets 5000 list of largest U.P. businesses. 

R.J. Brande himself dismisses the amazing success story to “bluster, stubbornness, 
and a lot of luck.” But his associates and rivals view things differently. 

“When you deal with R.J. Brande, you immediately know the man would have been 
a huge success at whatever he tried,” comments Horace Spiffany, chairman of UPGem. 
“The right person at the right time? Hell, he’s the right person at any time.” 

Gail Ken, Chairwoman of Evolution Publishers, says, “It's not that he works harder 
or is more intelligent than anyone else—all of which is true. Its his values that separate 
Brande from the rest. Integrity is what you look for in a business associate, and nobody 
beats Brande on that score” 

But others in the business community are less impressed. Leland McCauley com- 
mented through a spokesman that he believes Brande’s lustrous image will eventually 
be tarnished. He points out that Brande and his cousin have been extremely secretive 
about their lives prior to the formation of Brande Industries. 

Indeed, almost nothing is known about the cousins prior to 2959. Company biogra- 
phies say they grew up on an isolated colony in the Lallorian Territories. After their 
families were decimated by an unspecified plague, the pair entered U.P. space to seek 
their fortunes. 

Exactly how they went from virtual poverty to billionaire status isn’t fully compre- 
hended by the business community, but observers generally attribute the remarkable 
story to R.J’s genius for making the best of the most adverse situations and his passion 
for taking rough-edged, unwanted pieces and polishing them into formidable, profita- 
ble combinations. 

To those attributes, cousin Doyle added a “street-tough” savvy that proved crucial in 
starting their business when the cousins showed up in U.P. space. 

After Doyles rough-and-ready shipping business began to generate some seed 
money, the cousins’ next step was to research obscure and unused patents. R.J., who'd 
quickly mastered the Stellar Sciences, was able to combine currently dormant tech- 
niques for both accumulating massive gases and igniting those gases, creating the new 
industry of star-birthing. 

Right from the start, the new technique was a tremendous success. The ignition of 
the three “Stepping Stone” stars to the isolated colonies in the Rimbor System 
immediately brought BI enough cash to pay off all of its investors and acquire the 
additional capital needed to meet a sudden, huge demand for artificial stars. 

BI was on its way. Even as the need for new stars has subsided, the company has 
shrewdly diversified its operations and invested its assets. 

BI subsidiaries are leading suppliers of anti-grav belts, communications systems, 
and energy plants. 

Brande also has his eye on the future. He’ a key financier of time-travel research and 
tele-psychic techniques being researched on Titan. “Only two great frontiers are left,” 
hes been quoted as saying, “time and the mind.” As those frontiers are more fully 
explored, Brande intends to be involved in the pioneering work. 
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Highest Security Clearance. 
High Commander's Eyes Only. 


To: King Jonn, Pasnic, High Commander, United Resistance Militia 
From: Somi Gan, Lallor, Colonel, United Resistance Militia 


Your Majesty: 

We have managed to briefly break the Khund Intelligence code, which enabled us to 
intercept the following excerpt of a Khund transmission: 

“.. interference by the Daxamite she-demon Laurel Gand has reached intolerable 
levels. She has stalled our holy crusade for nearly a term, and once again the human 
worms craw] through the soil of worlds that were rightfully conquered by our brave 
armies. Theres even a chance the Lallorian sector could be stolen from us as well, and 
that is unthinkable. 

Her demonic rampages have ravaged our forces at a cost of billions. But no price tag 
can be placed on the damage being wreaked in our souls by this she-demon, who uses 
her diabolical powers to disgrace the brave armies’ virility. Not only does this grotesqu- 
ery refuse to fight us in a male guise, she further emasculates us by sparing our lives in 
battle and taking our valiant soldiers prisoner. 

Our priests advise that the Daxamite is certainly a nemesis sent directly from the 
demon womb itself to test our worthiness, and must,be forced into submission at all 
costs and through any means. 

Therefore: High Command is suspending all codes of behavior in any attack on 
Laurel Gand. The death penalty for hostage-taking, even of women, is lifted and those 
tactics are now sanctioned and encouraged. 

Covert Operations must seize upon the she-demon’s one exposed flank—the child. 
All agents will concentrate their efforts on abducting the girl and using her as a weapon 
against our demonic nemesis. 

Glorious willbe the rewards for the brave soldiers who seize the child of the nemesis. 
Those exalted heroes will be granted immediate promotion to the rank-of general, a 
“Preferred” ranking on all Non-Essentials waiting lists and guaranteed ascension 
directly to Her Challenge Courts upon death. 

The snakes among the human worms once again betray their own kind by reporting 
to us the she-demons% latest activities. The nemesis has abandoned the front lines and 
traveled back to Tharn to aid the Green Lantern, who has been warring with Mordru in 
an apparent internal battle among the resistance forces. This treachery and strife 
among the worms clearly indicates they are being driven mad by the siren calls that 


” 


have seduced them. . ‘ 


Full content of this intercepted transmission has been forwarded to Laurel Gand. 
We've offered her and the child troops for protection but she protests that the troops 
cannot be spared. Unfortunately, she is correct. 
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